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Newsletter-11/10/19 

This Week 
Yr 3 have all enjoyed a trip to Creekside this week. Trinity Laban ran brilliant music workshops for Yr 4 on Tuesday and we were 
absolutely delighted to welcome a drummer, Femi Koleoso who performed for KS2. We have watched some Yr 5 children really 
grow in confidence with bike riding The photographer was in school on Wednesday too. Due to unforeseen circumstances they 
were only able to do individual photographs. They are returning to school on Wednesday 30th October to take school age 
sibling groups.  
 
By the time you read this letter Yr 6 will be part way through their Ancient Greek Day. I hope they have a fantastic day with the 
help of the Rainbow Theatre Company. 
 
Thanks to our local coop we have been able to buy some lovely beanbags for our library. They kindly donated £250 for the 
purchasing of the beanbags.  
 
We welcomed lots of new dads to our Sandads’ Beer and Curry night on Monday night. The food was delicious and the 
company was very good too! Thank you to all those who provided the food and drink.  
 
Morning Arrival 
We have noticed some children are arriving at school very early each morning. The playground is not supervised and children 
should not be arriving until at least 8:40am. If your child is arriving before this time you need to book them into breakfast club. 
Can I also remind you that children should not be on the apparatus in the morning. Thank you. 
 
Black History Month 
As I am sure you are all aware, during October we are celebrating 
Black History Month with a focus on the lives and work of black 
artists. All the class names this year are related to music so this focus 
will allow us to explore the history of music through assemblies and 
some live music. Children massively enjoyed our first guest, Femi 
Koleoso, a very talented young London drummer who also plays 
with EZRA Collective and Jorja Smith. Thanks to Mr Douglas for 
bringing him to our school as he spoke beautifully to the children 
and inspired all of us to follow our dreams. Watch this space for 
more news as we have more stunning surprises coming to 
Sandhurst. Please start thinking about half-term home learning as 
children’s work will be displayed and shared. 
 
School Journey  
Over 50 children in Year 5 are booked to go on our one-week residential visit to the Windmill Hill PGL Activity Centre in East 
Sussex in March 2020.  The instalment payments are set up on Parentmail now. You can pay as little and as often as you wish, 
so please pay as and when you can. However, please ensure each instalment is paid by its due date – which is £70.00 by 
31/10/19, £70.00 by 31/12/19 and £70.00 by 29/02/19.  If your child is entitled to free school meals, there are reduced 
payments showing on your Parentmail account. 
There are a few places still available but please contact the school office by 3.30 pm on Monday, 14/10/19  if you would like 
your child to join the group or need more information. 
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Dinner Money 
There are a number of children whose dinner money accounts are overdrawn.  It costs us valuable time and money to chase 
outstanding debts.  Please pay all outstanding balances by 17/10/19 (next Thursday) and in the meantime provide your child 
with a packed lunch to avoid increasing costs.  School meal payments should be made online via Parentmail or at a PayPoint.  If 
you need help setting up your child’s Parentmail account, please contact the school office. 
  
Packed Lunches 
Please do not include any food item that contains nut products in your child’s packed lunches.  We have several children with 
various nut allergies in school.  Thank you! 
 
Parents’ Evening 
If you did not make a parents’ evening appointment online via Parentmail, you will have been allocated a timeslot with your 
child’s teacher, which has gone home in your child’s bookbag. We look forward to seeing you all at your parent/teacher 
consultations on Wednesday or Thursday. 
 
Bromley, Lewisham and Greenwich Mind 
Bromley, Lewisham & Greenwich Mind are looking for mums to volunteer as facilitators for their Mindful Mums courses. The 
courses run for 5 weeks each term. You would need to commit to 3 hours per week while the groups are running, and full 
training would be given. Mindful Mums courses help build confidence and resilience in pregnant women and new mums 
experiencing mental health problems. For more information on the volunteering opportunity, please see 
https://www.blgmind.org.uk/news/job/mindful-mums-volunteer-facilitators-lewisham-and-greenwich/ 

  
Bikeability 
I would like to draw your attention to some holiday courses Bikeability are running during October half term. Here are the 
links: 
Monday 21st - 25th October - 9:30am - 11:00am 
Monday 21st - 25th October - 11:00am - 12:30pm 
Monday 21st - 25th October - 13:00am - 14:30pm  

The courses are for children aged 9+ and are designed to span the whole week the same as a Bikeability course. There are 
no bikes and helmets available to borrow so the children must bring their own. 
 

If your child needs to attend a doctor or a dentist please try and make the appointment out of school 
hours. 
 
Starting Reception 2020 
If your child was born between 1st September 2015 and the 31st August 2016 you will need to apply for your child to start 
reception in September 2020. You can find all the information you need by visiting www.lewisham.gov.uk/primaryadmissions. 
The deadline for all applications is the 15th January 2020.  

Parent Governor Elections 
You should all have received the Governor nominations yesterday. We have three parents standing for election so there will be 
a vote at both open evening on the 16th and 17th October. Thank you to those three parents that have put themselves forward. 
 
BBC Own It App 

There is a brand new app just launched by the BBC that focuses on the safety of children online and in particular when sending 
messages. The app is called ‘Own It’ and has special features that encourage children to think about the messages they are 
sending as well as the context of the message and how it could be perceived by others. Using a combination of self-reporting 
and ‘machine learning’, the app builds up a picture of your child’s digital wellbeing and serves relevant content, information 
and interventions designed to help your child understand the impact that their online behaviours can have on themselves, and 
on others. More information can be accessed here: https://www.bbc.com/ownit/about-us/own-it-app-faqs 

Free School Meals 
I have been helping some families apply for free school meals this week. If you think you are eligible, please apply. You only 
need to apply once during primary school. If eligible that will stay for the whole time your child is with us. It gives the school a 
sum of money to support your child with in the school setting. Please do not be proud, let us help you. 
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/education/student-pupil-support/free-school-meals-and-extra-support-for-your-child 
 

Aldi’s Kit for Schools promotion (6 September to 3 November 2019) 
We have signed up with Aldi to help us win some PE resources for our school.  
Every time you spend over £30 in any Aldi store, you will receive a Team GB sticker. Take your stickers to school to help 
complete our poster. Once complete with 300 stickers we will send the poster back to Aldi to receive an exclusive sports kit 
and to be in with a chance to win £20,000 for our school. 
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Attendance 
This week attendance overall was 95.85%. A huge well done to Bowie Class with 99% attendance this week. Generally, we are 
doing really well but we still have a few families who really need to improve. Our persistent absence this week was 12.9% and 
we need to reduce this to below 8%. 

 
 

Flu Vaccinations 

All children in school from Reception to Yr 6 will be eligible for the flu nasal spray this year. Our allocated day is Tuesday 19th 
November. I have attached a letter from the NHS explaining to parents that you will register on line this year. The NHS will 
send us a unique number for our school to enable you to register. As soon as we receive that number, I will forward it to you 
all. We also have some posters to go up to explain what you need to do.  
 
Swimming 
There are free top up swimming lessons for children in Yr 3 and above, during the Half term holiday. If you are interested 
please see the flyer I have attached with this newsletter.  
 
Dates – Autumn 2019 
 
15/10/19  Yr 5 Production to parents – 9:15am – Lower Hall 
   African Dance Workshops – Various Classes 
16/10/19  Open Evening – Individual parent/ teacher meetings 
17/10/19  Open Evening – Individual parent/ teacher meetings 
18/10/19  BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 
 
28/10/19  BACK TO SCHOOL 
   African Dance Workshops – Various Classes 
30/10/19  Sibling Group photographs (School Aged children only) 
 
 
4/11/19   Yr 2 Trip - Fire Station (Didgeridoo Class) 
6/11/19   Yr 2 Trip – Fire Station (Bongo Class) 
8/11/19   Yr 2 Trip – Fire Station (Castanets Class) 
   Sandads Firework Display 
 
11/11/19 Reception & Yr 6 Height and Weight Measurement Programme 
   Life Bus arrives (all week) 
13/11/19  Yr 2 Great Fire of London Workshop 
   Yr 4 Trip – Beckenham Place Park – Beatles Class 
14/11/19  Yr 4 Trip – Beckenham Place Park – Nobuo Uematsu Class 
15/11/19  Yr 4 Trip – Beckenham Place Park – Bob Marley Class 
 
18/11/19  Yr 5 Trip – Science Museum 
19/11/19  Flu vaccinations – Whole School  
 
3/12/19   Yr 5 Trip – British Museum 
6/12/19   Sandalls Christmas Fayre 
 
10/12/19  KS1 Carol Concert for Parents – pm 
11/12/19  KS1 Carol Concert for Parents – am  
   Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 
12/12/19  Carols by Candlelight – KS 2 Choir – 7:00pm 
 
17/12/19  Yr 3 Nativity Production – pm 
18/12/19  Yr 3 Nativity Production – am 
   Class Parties – pm 
19/12/19  St Andrew’s Church Service – pm  
   BREAK UP FOR CHRISTMAS 
 
6/1/20   RETURN TO SCHOOL 
 
 
 

 


